Georgia State University

Fall 2012 FILM 4280 Reality-Based TV Genres

Class Meeting TIME: Tues/Thurs 5:30-6:45 / Screening Time: Thursday 7:00-8:50

Class location: Classroom South 411
Screening Location: Arts & Humanities 406 (or other locale as needed).
Instructor: Ms. Maria Boyd 

Office: One Park Place, 8th Floor, Room 817c (in the interior suite of room 817)

Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 3:30 PM– 4:30 PM and by appointment

Contact info: mboyd15@student.gsu.edu Twitter: @MariaBoydGSU

*Please make use of my office hours. I would be happy to speak with you to address any questions you may have. Part of my job is to help facilitate your success. 
NOTE: It is likely that we will discuss controversial social and political issues that may be contrary to some personal beliefs.  If you object to watching and/or discussing such material, you should consider withdrawing from the course.  

Required Text: Course packet available at Bestway Copy Center (18 Decatur Street SE 404-688-4677)

Course Description:  What is reality-based television?  Is it a “new” genre or have reality shows been part of the television landscape since its beginning? How have “unscripted” programs impacted both the entertainment industry and American society? 
This course examines reality-based programming in a broad yet sophisticated manner. We will examine the genre’s formal traits as well as its increasingly dominant position as a cultural and industrial force. We will take reality television seriously in an effort become more critically aware viewers and consumers of the genre. Over the course of the semester we will use a cultural studies approach to analyze a wide range of programs that have been categorized as “non-fiction,” “unscripted,” “variety/gameshow,” and “reality.” We will frame our analyses through a TV genre theory lens. 

No prior knowledge of TV studies is needed to take this class. Students should come to class prepared to engage in and debate complex ideas and sophisticated arguments. 

Objectives and Outcomes:  By the end of the course you should be able to… 
· Discuss the origins of the genre that is now known as reality TV

· Identify common formal traits of reality-based programs

· Think critically about how reality television presents, and/or misrepresents aspects of American society

· Consider the implications of reality TV’s dominant position in the Neilson ratings. 

· Understand the ongoing labor conflicts reality-based programming has sparked within the entertainment industry
Grading: 

Grade Scale

1000-965   A+

894-865    B+

794-765   C+

694-595   D


964-935     A

864-835    B

764-735   C

594 and below    F

934-895     A-

834-795    B-

734-695   C-
Attendance: 

Attendance for this course is essential. You are expected to attend class AND the assigned screening time. Failure to attend class and screenings may severely impact your final grade. My approach to this class will integrate lectures and discussion in order to explore principles discussed in the reading.  We will address material covered in the course pack essays, the screenings, and any information on TV programs you have viewed that may add value to our class discussion. I do not offer make up work for assignments unless you are hospitalized, at a pre-approved school sponsored activity, a pre-notified religious observance, or government service (i.e. military, jury duty etc).*  Note: If you have an unexcused absence for an exam you will receive an automatic 20% point deduction and you must make up the exam before we go over answers with the class.
Participation: 
Participation: YOU ARE GRADED ON YOUR PARTICIPATION. Please be aware that disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  Disruptive behavior includes but is not limited to:  use of cell phones, texting, use of laptops for activities other than notetaking, sleeping, having side conversations with other students in class, coming in late or leaving early, or speaking to other students or your instructor in an inappropriate way.  You are expected to be on time, turn all cell phones off during class, and pay attention to class lecture and discussion. When we screen television clips in class I will ask that you close all laptops and turn off any other electronic devices and pay full attention to the material we are viewing. Finally, though you might not always agree with the comments or ideas expressed in the class, you are expected to consider ideas thoughtfully, respond respectfully and be sure to always treat your fellow students with dignity and respect. Disruptive behavior may result in a student being asked to leave class, and it will dramatically lower your participation grade. You will have two participation grades (one for each half of the semester). 

Participation Grade Guidelines

F.  Failure to Fulfill Participation Requirements:  Student never speaks in class.  This student is frequently late and/or absent, unprepared for class, or fails to pay attention during lecture.  This person might also create disruptions during class (cells phones, text messages, side conversations, frequent tardiness) or often be absent. 

D.  Poor:  Student rarely speaks in class.  He or she is frequently late and/or absent, leaves early, is unprepared for class, or fails to pay attention during lecture.  Student might also sometimes sleep, do other work, or have side conversations with other students during class.

C.  Average:  Speaks occasionally or rarely in class.  Comments are sometimes off topic.  Students are occasionally late, leave early, unprepared for class, or fail to pay attention during lecture. Student is only occasionally an active listener.
B.  Good:  Speaks often and intelligently in class (almost every class, at least once per class session).  Comments frequently make an important contribution to class discussion.  Student is generally prepared for class, in his or her seat at the start of class, and remains focused on the discussion even when not actively contributing. Student regularly is an active listener. 
A.  Excellent:  Speaks frequently (in almost every class, multiple times per class session) and intelligently in class.  Comments make an important contribution to class discussion.  Student is always prepared and in his or her seat at the start of class.  Student pays attention during class, remaining focused on class discussion. Student actively listens to the instructor and fellow classmates. 
Assignments and Exams
In Class Assignments:  (100 points total. 10 points each) Each Tuesday we will have a short in class assignment, it may a quiz (short answer, fill in the blank, or multiple choice), a one page response essay, or you may be asked to write down discussion questions to submit for our class discussion. Assignments will draw from the previous Thursday’s assigned readings AND the screening.  You must be in class on time to do the assignment. NO MAKE UPS ARE OFFERED.* 
Midterm Exam: (300 points) Thursday Oct 4th (may include any of the following: multiple choice, true/false, short answer, essay) 
Project or Paper Option: (200 point)  You will have the option to write a 6-8 page paper wherein you will draw from class readings/lectures to analyze three episodes of a reality show. (Details provided on uLearn later in semester) You also have the option to write/produce/shoot a reality show wherein you will include common aesthetic and narrative traits of reality programming as discussed in lecture. (Details provided on uLearn later in semester). Treatments/Proposals Due on  Tuesday Oct 30, Paper/Projects Due on Thursday Nov 15
Final Exam: (300 points) Tuesday Dec 4 at 4:15 PM (may include any of the following: multiple choice, true/false, short answer, essay) The final exam IS NOT cumulative. 
Participation grade 1: (50 points) at midterm of the semester you’ll receive a participation grade. See above for details Oct 4th 
Participation grade2: (50 points) at the end of the semester you’ll receive a participation grade. See above for details.  Dec 1st 
Bonus Opportunity: We will have twelve In Class Assignments which will total 120 points. If you miss two assignments you can still receive the 100 point total. OR for those of you who do not miss the assignments you can accrue up to 120 points total. (UP TO A 20 point bonus).  (Our grade scale is based on 1000 points but you will have the opportunity to earn up to 1020 points. )
Dropping, Incompletes, Withdrawals

It is your responsibility to drop the class if you deem necessary.  Incompletes may be given to a student who for nonacademic reasons beyond his or her control is unable to complete the requirements of this course.  An incomplete may be assigned for this course if a student has completed most of the major assignments of the course with a passing grade.

There is a new withdrawal policy for all undergraduates starting Fall 2006: All undergraduates are allowed to withdraw with a grade of "W" a maximum of six times in their entire careers at Georgia State.  Students who exceed the limit will automatically receive a grade of "WF" which will count as an "F" for GPA calculations.  Withdrawals taken before Fall 2006 will not count against the limit and neither will hardship withdrawals, withdrawals at other institutions or withdrawals after the midpoint. Withdrawals after the semester midpoint are automatically given a grade of "WF."

NOTE: BE SURE TO EMAIL ME IF YOU WITHDRAW TO CONFIRM THAT YOU ARE NO LONGER ON MY ROLE. IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE SURE YOUR WITHDRAWL IS SUCCESSFULLY NOTED IN THE GSU SYSTEM. 

Requests for Accommodation: Students who wish to request accommodation for a disability may do so by registering with the Office of Disability Services. Students may only be accommodated upon issuance by the Office of Disability Services of a signed Accommodation Plan and are responsible for providing a copy of that plan to instructors of all classes in which accommodations are sought.
Important Request Regarding Course Evaluations: According to the University Faculty Senate, "Your constructive assessment of this course plays an indispensable role in shaping education at Georgia State University.  Upon completing the course, please take the time to fill out the online course evaluation."
Academic Misconduct

Policy on Academic Honesty, reprinted from the Georgia State University Faculty Handbook | FALL 06  As members of the academic community, students are expected to recognize and uphold standards of intellectual and academic integrity. The university assumes as a basic and minimum standard of conduct in academic matters that students be honest and that they submit for credit only the products of their own efforts. Both the ideals of scholarship and the need for fairness require that all dishonest work be rejected as a basis for academic credit. They also require that students refrain from any and all forms of dishonorable or unethical conduct related to their academic work. 

The university's policy on academic honesty is published in the Faculty Affairs Handbook and the On Campus: The Undergraduate Co-Curricular Affairs Handbook and is available to all members of the university community. The policy represents a core value of the university and all members of the university community are responsible for abiding by its tenets. Lack of knowledge of this policy is not an acceptable defense to any charge of academic dishonesty. All members of the academic community -- students, faculty, and staff -- are expected to report violations of these standards of academic conduct to the appropriate authorities. The procedures for such reporting are on file in the offices of the deans of each college, the office of the dean of students, and the office of the provost. 

In an effort to foster an environment of academic integrity and to prevent academic dishonesty, students are expected to discuss with faculty the expectations regarding course assignments and standards of conduct. Students are encouraged to discuss freely with faculty, academic advisors, and other members of the university community any questions pertaining to the provisions of this policy. In addition, students are encouraged to avail themselves of programs in establishing personal standards and ethics offered through the university's Counseling Center.  

Definitions and Examples 

The examples and definitions given below are intended to clarify the standards by which academic honesty and academically honorable conduct are to be judged. The list is merely illustrative of the kinds of infractions that may occur, and it is not intended to be exhaustive. Moreover, the definitions and examples suggest conditions under which unacceptable behavior of the indicated types normally occurs; however, there may be unusual cases that fall outside these conditions which also will be judged unacceptable by the academic community. 

Plagiarism.  Plagiarism is presenting another person's work as one's own. Plagiarism includes any paraphrasing or summarizing of the works of another person without acknowledgment, including the submitting of another student's work as one's own. Plagiarism frequently involves a failure to acknowledge in the text, notes, or footnotes the quotation of the paragraphs, sentences, or even a few phrases written or spoken by someone else. The submission of research or completed papers or projects by someone else is plagiarism, as is the unacknowledged use of research sources gathered by someone else when that use is specifically forbidden by the faculty member. Failure to indicate the extent and nature of one's reliance on other sources is also a form of plagiarism. Any work, in whole or in part, taken from the Internet or other computer-based resource without properly referencing the source (for example, the URL) is considered plagiarism. A complete reference is required in order that all parties may locate and view the original source. Finally, there may be forms of plagiarism that are unique to an individual discipline or course, examples of which should be provided in advance by the faculty member. The student is responsible for understanding the legitimate use of sources, the appropriate ways of acknowledging academic, scholarly or creative indebtedness, and the consequences of violating this responsibility. 

Cheating on Examinations.  Cheating on examinations involves giving or receiving unauthorized help before, during, or after an examination. Examples of unauthorized help include the use of notes, computer based resources, texts, or "crib sheets" during an examination (unless specifically approved by the faculty member), or sharing information with another student during an examination (unless specifically approved by the faculty member). Other examples include intentionally allowing another student to view one's own examination and collaboration before or after an examination if such collaboration is specifically forbidden by the faculty member. 

Unauthorized Collaboration.  Submission for academic credit of a work product, or a part thereof, represented as its being one's own effort, which has been developed in substantial collaboration with another person or source, or computer-based resource, is a violation of academic honesty. It is also a violation of academic honesty knowingly to provide such assistance. Collaborative work specifically authorized by a faculty member is allowed. 

Falsification.  It is a violation of academic honesty to misrepresent material or fabricate information in an academic exercise, assignment or proceeding (e.g., false or misleading citation of sources, the falsification of the results of experiments or of computer data, false or misleading information in an academic context in order to gain an unfair advantage). 

Multiple Submissions.  It is a violation of academic honesty to submit substantial portions of the same work for credit more than once without the explicit consent of the faculty member(s) to whom the material is submitted for additional credit. In cases in which there is a natural development of research or knowledge in a sequence of courses, use of prior work may be desirable, even required; however the student is responsible for indicating in writing, as a part of such use, that the current work submitted for credit is cumulative in nature.


Plagiarism, cheating, unauthorized collaboration, falsification, and the submission of work completed for other courses will not be tolerated and punished to the fullest extent allowed by the university.  

SCHEDULE

The course syllabus provides a general plan for the course; deviations may be necessary.

ALL READINGS SHOULD BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO COMING TO CLASS ON THE DAY THEY ARE ASSIGNED. 

Part I: 



TV Genre Theory and Reality TV Origins__________________
WEEK 1: 

Aug 21 Tuesday

COURSE INTRODUCTION

Review of syllabus and course expectations, Personal introductions, Brief lecture

Aug 23 Thursday
TV Genre Theory - Lecture
READ PRIOR TO COMING TO CLASS: 

“Genre Study and Television” – Jane Feuer from Channels of Discourse
“Comedy Verite The Observational Documentary Meets the Televisual Sitcom” – 

Ethan Thompson (article). 
SCREENING: The Comeback, Doctor Who, Arrested Development 

WEEK 2: 

August 28 Tuesday 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
August 30 Thursday
Early game show scandals - Lecture
READ PRIOR TO COMING TO CLASS: 




“Before the Scandals” – Jason Mittell from Genre and Television





“Enter the Quizmasters” – Kent Anderson from Television Fraud



SCREENING:  Biography: TV Game Shows
WEEK 3: 
Sept 4 Tuesday

In class assignment #1 and discussion 
Sept 6 Thursday

Variety Shows Part One – Lecture 





READ BEFORE COMING TO CLASS: 

“Introduction: Theme Music” – Gerald Nachman from Right Here On Our Stage Tonight!

“Echoes and Afterimages”  – Gerald Nachman from Right Here On Our Stage Tonight!



SCREENING: Pioneers of Television: Variety, (TBD). 
WEEK 4:


Sept 11 Tuesday
In class assignment #2 and discussion
Sept 13 Thursday 
Variety Shows Part Two – Lecture 

READ BEFORE COMING TO CLASS:

“The Hippest Trip in America: Soul Train as Cultural Phenomenon ” – Christopher P. Lehman from A Critical History of Soul Train on Television
“Epilogue” - Christopher P. Lehman from A Critical History of Soul Train on Television

SCREENING: Documentary on Soul Train
WEEK 5: 

Sept 18 Tuesday
In class assignment #3 and discussion

Sept 20 Thursday 
Documenting the Real Through Comedy and Drama – Lecture 
READ BEFORE COMING TO CLASS:

“Candid Camera and the Origins of Reality TV” – Bradley D Clissold – From Understanding Reality Television 

“I Think We Need a New Name for It” - Susan Murray from Reality TV Remaking Television Culture

SCREENING: Cinema Verite 
WEEK 6: 

Sept 25 Tuesday
 In class assignment #4 and discussion


Sept 27 Thursday 
Documenting the Real through “Infotainment” – Lecture
READ BEFORE COMING TO CLASS:
“Trash, Class, and Cultural Hierarchy” – Laura Grindstaff from The Money Shot
”In the Shadow of Shadows TV Reality Crime Programming” – Gray Cavender from Entertaining Crime 

SCREENING: The Running Man 
WEEK 7: 

Oct 2 Tuesday 

In class assignment #5, discussion and review for Midterm 
Oct 4 Thursday 


****MIDTERM EXAM****
          NO SCREENING
PART II: 


Reality TV: Form, Narrative, Industry and Audience                                


WEEK 8:

*****OCT 9th THE LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW FROM COURSE*****
Oct 9 Tuesday
In class assignment #6 (assignment is to be in class when I take roll.) Go over exam answers and discuss project/paper options 
Oct 11 Thursday
 Reality TV: Formal Traits Emerge – Lecture  



READ BEFORE COMING TO CLASS:

“A Mixed Bag: Negotiated Claims in MTV’s The Real World” – George Bagley (article)

“Factual Entertainment & Reality TV” – Daniel Beck et al (article)




SCREENING:  The Real World 

WEEK 9: 

Oct 16 Tuesday 

 In Class Assignment #7 and Discussion 
Oct 18 Thursday 
Contestants and Audiences Part 1 - Lecture




READ BEFORE COMING TO CLASS:




“Contestant Archetypes” – Amanda Scheiner McLain from American Ideal



“Buying in to American Idol” – Henry Jenkins from Convergence Culture 




SCREENING: American Idol  
WEEK 10: 

Oct 23 Tuesday

 In Class Assignment #8 and Discussion
Oct 25 Thursday 
 Contestants and Audiences Part 2 - Lecture 
READ BEFORE COMING TO CLASS:



“Spoiling Survivor” – Henry Jenkins from Convergence Culture
“Who Owns Your Personality Reality TV and Publicity Rights” – Debora Halbert from Survivor Lessons



 SCREENING: Survivor 
WEEK 11: 

Oct 30 Tuesday

In Class Assignment #9 and Discussion
 ***Treatments/Storyboards and Paper Proposals Due***(The assignment is to turn in on time.)
Part III: 

 
Reality TV: Visibility and Representation______________________ 
Nov 1 Thursday            Race on Reality TV – Lecture

READ BEFORE COMING TO CLASS:


“Black.White and a Survivor of the Real World Constructions of Race on Reality TV”  - Katrina E Bell Jordan (article) 

“Fashioning Race Race for the Free Market on America’s Next Top Model” – Amy Adele Hasinoff (article)

SCREENING: Black.White, America’s Next Top Model 
WEEK 12: 

Nov 6 Tuesday
In Class Assignment #10 and Discussion
Nov 8 Thursday             Gay visibility on Reality TV – Lecture


READ BEFORE COMING TO CLASS:


“Gay Performativity and Reality Television Alliances, Competition, and Discourse” – Christopher Pullen from The New Queer Aesthetic on TV

“Materialism, Disposal and Consumerism: Queer Eye and Commodification of Identity “ – Yarma Velasquez Vargas from Fix Me Up 



SCREENING: Boy Meets Boy, Queer Eye for the Straight Guy
WEEK 13: 

Nov 13 Tuesday

In Class Assignment #11 and Discussion
Nov 15 Thursday
****papers or projects due****
Policing Gender norms on Reality TV - Lecture

READ BEFORE COMING TO CLASS: 
“She Just Called You Metro: Rating Masculinity on Reality TV” - Matthew Johnson from Fix Me Up 
“Revealing Western Norms of Gender Identity in What Not To Wear…” Ellen W Gorsevski From Fix Me Up
NO SCREENING TIME but watch What Not To Wear “Mayim Bialik” on Youtube on your own time
WEEK 14: 
Nov 20 Tuesday



NO CLASS HAVE A GOOD THANKSGIVING! 
Nov 22
Thursday

WEEK 15: 

Nov 29 Tuesday 
In Class Assignment # 12 and discussion on Readings from before Thanksgiving. Be sure to go over your notes before class time. 
Dec 1 Thursday 

Review for Final Exam
WEEK 16: 

***FINAL EXAM TUESDAY DEC 4 at 4:15 PM***
